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‘All Manner of Experiments: Legacies of
the Baghdad Modern Art Group’
Review: An Influential Iraqi Scene

Bard College’s Hessel Museum of Art devotes an exhibition to the 20th-
century group and, more rewardingly, the artists it inspired.

By Pecer Plagens
Aug. 30, 2025 7:00 am ET
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Annandale-on-Hudson, N.Y.

1932, Iraq has not had it easy. In recent times.

war with Iran, Nations
sanctions, the Gulf War and a U.S. invasion, being all along a dictatorship. (Freedom
House, the and political rights, gi

government a dismal rating.) As for the arts, a good many of its serious creators have
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e The legacy of the Baghdad Modern Art
Group is explored in first major US show

The exhibition at the Hessel Museum of Art includes works by artists such as
Dia al-Azzawi, Jewad Selim and Mohammed Ghani Hikmat

Hadani Ditmars
20 June 2025 il
© THE ART NEW
share mOw o
MIDNIGHT
tesy Mathaf: Arab Musewm of Modern Art
A new exhibition at Bard College’s Hessel Museum of Art in New York State offers a unique
perspective on Irag’s post-colonial art. All Manner of Experiments: Legacies of the Baghdad
Modern Art Group, organised by the specialists Nada Shabout and Tiffany Floyd together with
the museum's chief curator, Lauren Cornell, unites 64 works of painting, sculpture and
drawings by 30 artists including Dia al-Azzawi and Mohammed Ghani Hikmat.
e-flux Criticism Sibgine)| D=

“All Manner of Experiments: Legacies of
the Baghdad Modern Art Group”

Kaelen Wilson-Goldie
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cdern Art Group: A Pivotal Force in Postcolonial Art

Jul 3,2025 =0 Comments

The Baghdad Modern Art Group: A Pivotal Force in Postcolonial Art

v ARTCENTRON

Explore the legacy of the Baghdad Modern Art Group in a powerful exhibition spotlighting Iraqi artists and the
future of decolonial curating.
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Baghdad Modern Art Group On

View In America For First Time
“All Manner of Experiments” at the Center for Curatorial Studies, Bard

College’s Hessel Museum of Art, presents an examination of the Baghdad
Modern Art Group.

By Chadd Scott, Contributor. ® Chadd Scott covers the intersection of art an. v Follow Autho

Published Jun 20, 2025, 11:44am EDT, Updated Jun 20, 2025, 12:57pm EDT

Shakir Hassan Al Said, 'Letters,’ 1961, Oil, gesso, cotton, linen canvas, 94.2 cm x 82 cm x 2.5 cm

MATHAF: ARAB MUSEUM OF MODERN AR
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Curator Nada Shabout Traces
the Enduring Legacy of the
Baghdad Modern Art Group

A new exhibition at Bard’s Center for Curatorial Studies revisits the experimental
spirit of the artists who shaped Arab modernism from Baghdad outward.

By Farah Abdessamad - 08/11/25 3:42pm
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Dr. Nada Shabout Is an expert in modern Arab art. Photo: Aha Hubnlk The Scarf E
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