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It was shoor magic at Write Angle, Lis
tening 1o postry In a language other
than English

The words floated Into rhythm and
music, creating the rich intonations
of a beautifil symphony, when guest
performer, Adnan Al-Sayegh read his
award-winning poetry in Arabic.

Adnan is a small, gentle, confident
man with a kind face, soft voice, and
humour in his eyes,

After each poem, some of them quite
shart, he moved aside and George
Marsh, a poet in his own right, read
the English version - cach one being
vead with the richness and flair of &
Shakespearean actor. He was mag-
nificent and added a virtuosity to the
evening, making it a completely dif-
ferent experience

Perhaps, baving beard i in Arable
first, the audience was more keen to
hear the words spoken In English.
Whatever, it proved a suoccessful
experbence. If Write Angle had any
doubt nbout the success of this ‘dual-
language’ effort, it now is prepared
to have other works read in & shmilar
fashion

Many of Adnan’s poems, taken from
his enllection of ten books, used clas-
sical themes 10 (lostrate universal
dilemmas and truths « such as being
exiled from one’s country and home.
His poem “Ulysses' expresseil how
‘All exile 18 a prison without walls".

Having fought In the Irag-Iran war,

he read about war - not the politics
- but the human aspects, commaon fo
all soldiers,

‘In the Garden of the Unknown Sok
dier’, e told of & soldier, punished
with death for forgetting to shave his
halr. Hi2 beard grew for ten years,
became a forest, a tangled bush for
nightingales, children and lovers and,
finally, & park. ‘What if that day he'd
shaven his head”

There was ‘& humour to Adnan’s
work, as well as a sharpness and
polgnancy.

Adnan has been living in exibe for
speaking out against his country, He
wrote “The Deleted Part’ (the name
of his last hook) based on a work by
n rebellions biind post (clrcs 890 AD),

I magic to
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which was said to have inspired Dan-
te's Comedia

In it, he wondered about all those
who ask God for so much, maybe
that's why they're ignoved. “And If
In your vast Paradise I could find ink
and wine and reed-pens, that might |
publish my poems without need of the
censor?”

At the end of the evening, msany of
his books were bought, showing the
influence his work had on the awdi-
ence

George Marsh then went on 1o resd
some of his own work which deslt
with his “death - In the operuting
room”. "Not like waking up or belng
asloep.” It was & powarful poem, filled
with emotion.

Meantime, Open Mic held to its
reputation. Dave Knight read of hav-
ing had his "wdentity stolen’, only to be
asked by the police for his name

He read "The Rantings of a Bullt-In'
Fridge’, hidden in a cupboard and call
ing out to “that whore of a cooker™

Linm Mullignn, Petersfield’s Clois
ter's young chell who had his "theatri-
cal’ debut in September, read a posm
with his mum in the audience, Did she
know he had a fear of spiders, cooking
fat, lawn mowers, breathing (some-
times) axd the “outdoors'? (she does,
nowt)

David Roberts read a few poems,
‘Four Candles lighting up the sky'
while two candles Light up lovers

The very clever John Smith read
of his anger at consumerism; finding

qulJ

hear

“free-pange trolieys®, “huy one get
one free™ when there's only one keft
and “choosing from two aisles of dif
ferent types of totlet paper™

Chris Sangster, inspired by Jean-
Anne Naumezyk, read “The Energy of
Alba’, about Scotland, his homeland
It held real passion and longing. Also
a poern, “Transithon’, about youth and
its “raging pimples and -crazy hair
styles™,

Jacqui Redway, a talented poet,
read “‘Where are the Lady Fawns' with
fines like "her husband coukdn’t pesist
a shightly animal smeil”,

Audi Maseratl then gol up but only
after Jake, compere, called him and
ot po respanss. The room went siient
Audi then suddenly performed Nor-
man Wisdom's ‘Don't Laugh At Me!

John Meriton sang ‘Tt Wasn't So’,
about seeing someone you think you
know, and you're wrang, He also sang
about insects, living for love like all of
us, and of his Greyhound trip seross
Canada, His songs always show a ot
of originality

He was followed by Bill Woods, who
gripad about Canada, dedicating his
peem to John Smith. The poem was
a ahowstopper, as he read it with the
beat of a train engine: “Three trains o
day - the rest are freight™ and "dread
ing the grinds over lakes".

Armando Halpern did three more
poems from his book, ‘1t me Say a
Fow Words about This', ‘Thinking of
Operations' and ‘From Exile’. It was
he who introduced Adnan, with the
worde: “Langnage isn't real. Nor is
tinse. Only the mind.”

Leah Cohen
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